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is very simple. The Bill makes it criminal for any tobacconist to sell tobac-
co, cigars, or cigarettes to boys appearing to be of 16 years or under.
It also authorises the police to confiscate and destroy any tobacco, pipe,
cigar or cigarettes found on the person of such youths and authorises the
parents or guardians of the latter to sue the seller of the offensive pro-
duct for a refund of the money paid to him, notwithstanding destruction
of the things sold, whilst it also enables teachers in Government schools
to punish smoking by boys as a school offence. It has been often said
that people cannot be made sober by an act of Parliament, and the same
may be equally applicable to Mr. Schreiner's Bill; but we are not prepared
to concur in the view that temperance legislation has not been productive
of some good. We are inclined to think that this Bill, if it meet with
the approval of the Cape House, will be a step in the right direction.
Smoking, in any case, is neither a desirable nor a clean habit, and whilst,
under certain circumstances, it may be of some use, and may also be a
great soother of pain, the habit of smoking amongst boys is undoubtedly
harmful, and ought to be checked by all legitimate means. The Bill is,
perhaps, proof of the existence of the evil to a large extent. Indeed, we see
the habit often indulged in by telegraph boys and messengers who are
much below 16 years. The specious plea is often put forward, in defence
of juvenile smoking, that, if it is good for adults, it could not be bad for
youths. A moment's thought, however, would convince the casuists that
what is good for the one is not necessarily good for the other; and smoking
is one of such things which may not be indulged in by boys with impunity.
It undermines their constitution and weakens their mental capacity.
We, therefore, hope that Mr. Schreiner will be able to induce the Gape
Parliament to accept the Bill.
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365. EARTHQJJAKE IN INDIA
News received by the latest mail from India gives full details of the
havoc wrought by the earthquake. The Divine wrath that has descended
on the people of Northern India is such that it will not be forgotton
for years. Many an old historical monument, numerous villages, palatial
buildings in large cities, the simple huts of the poor and tented camps of
the army have all been devastated. Several families have been totally wiped
out. The greatest damage has been done to Dharmasala, the Kangra
Valley, Palampur and Mussoorie. The account of the condition of the
victims of the calamity is very pitiable indeed. Men were rendered quite
helpless and died for want of food and water, as no news whatever of the
people's condition could be had from certain parts due to a breakdown of
telegraphic communications. The Government evinced great sympathy and
ran special trains to render all possible help to the distressed. Subscrip-
tion lists have been opened in India as well as in Great Britain, and large